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ASBTE NEWS is a biannual newsletter that covers news from The Australasian Society for 
Biomaterials & Tissue Engineering. If you have a news item that you wish to be included 
please contact the editors. Veronica Glattauer (veronica.glattauer@csiro.au) and Bryan Coad 
(bryan.coad@adelaide.edu.au) 

First Announcement 

A S B T E  N E W S  

 

From the President ,  

As we are approaching the end of the year, it is time to reflect and look back, but 
also to prepare and plan for the next year. In the context of the ASBTE, 2017 has 
been a very good year with a successful conference in Canberra and many other 
events that have been organised, supported and sponsored by your society. Some 
of these are highlighted in this newsletter. Again, your society has also been able to 
create many opportunities for members and has been able to support student and 
early career researchers in particular through e.g. conference travel and lab travel 
awards. 
Looking forward to next year, the ASBTE 2018 conference is now getting closer, and 
I hope you have all started preparing an abstract (deadline on the 5th of January - 
see details in this newsletter). I am certainly very much looking forward to this first 
ASBTE conference in Western Australia and the opportunities for catching up with 
old friends and collaborators and finding new ones. Looking further ahead, your 
society will be part of exciting meetings in 2019 in Brisbane and 2020 in Glasgow 
and again this is really something to look forward to. 
For now, I hope you have a relaxing festive season with your family and friends! 
With kind regards 
Helmut 

Perth, Australia 
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Student Representatives 

 
 
 

 

 

  ASBTE Committee Members 

 

   Helmut Thissen (President)     Penny Martens (Vice-President)       Bryan Coad (Executive Officer)   Jelena Rnjak-Kovacina (Treasurer) 

          Veronica Glattauer                            Travis Klein                                     Khoon Lim   Neil Cameron  

Ordinary members 
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Congratulations! 

 

 
 

  Delegates 

 

IUSBSE Delegates STA Liaison Officer 

Jelena Rnjak-Kovacina 

Congratulations to Jelena Rnjak Kovacina from UNSW on receiving 
a Future Leader Fellowship Award on ‘Bioengineered vascularised 
cardiac patches’. 
 
This fellowship supports cardiovascular researchers as they build 

their research capacity and become leaders of research groups. It 

also provides generous salary and project funding to facilitate high 

impact research outcomes. 
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ASBTE on LinkedIn 

The ASBTE group on LinkedIn provides the latest news and discussions for society members.  If you are a 
LinkedIn member, search for “ASBTE - The Australasian Society for Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering” in 
groups and request to join the group. Or type in the following web address:www.linkedin.com/groups?
home=&gid=6512061  

If you are not a member of LinkedIn, start by registering today.  It’s free! au.linkedin.com 

 

“You miss 100 percent of the shots you never take.” -Wayne Gretzy 

Luckily, I took the double-shot at the ASBTE conference and international laboratory travel award and the odds 

turned in my favour. Thanks to the great opportunity the ASBTE has given me with their decision, I had the possi-

bility expand the scientific network I am involved in and dip my feet into one of the best scientific groups in my 

field overseas.  

Thanks to the award, I had the opportunity attend the ASBTE 

conference in Canberra this year which turned out to be a 

fantastic success for everyone I talked to. The talks were of 

substance and raised important issues as well as unresolved 

questions in the field, all while maintaining an amicable and 

inclusive atmosphere. The conference dinner, at which the 

ASBTE was celebrating its 25th birthday, was particularly 

memorable: My PhD mentor, Prof. Hans Griesser, was per-

sonally handed the prestigious award of research excellence 

from the ASBTE committee. Hans then gave an impromptu 

speech on the spot which couldn’t have been better if it had 

been planned for weeks in advance. His speech filled many 

people in the room (myself included), who either worked with 

or for Hans, with pride and an honest tear in their eye.  

Left: The ASBTE anniversary cake being cut for the special occasion 

Right: Hans during his heartfelt and upbeat speech 

 

          Report by Thomas Michl 

 

 

 

2017 ASBTE Conference  Travel Award 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=6512061
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=6512061
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2017 ASBTE Lab Travel Award  

     ASBTE Website   www.asbte.org 

Any member wishing to supply news items, links, PhD scholarships, job listings, or other relevant 

information to the website should contact the Executive Officer (Bryan.Coad@unisa.edu.au) 

Report by Christoph Meinert 

I was very fortunate to be awarded with an ASBTE International Lab Travel Grant to visit Prof Molly Ste-

vens’ laboratory at Imperial College London in January 2017. Prof Stevens is leading a large and multi-

disciplinary research group comprised of over 30 postgraduate students and 35 postdoctoral fellows at 

the Institute of Biomedical Engineering. The group focuses on high-quality fundamental and translation-

al research in nanomaterials as diagnostic platforms, biomaterials for tissue engineering and biosensing, 

as well as understanding and engineering cell-material interfaces. In addition to numerous high-impact 

publications, some of Prof Stevens’ most outstanding achievements include the development and 

translation of bone graft substitutes based on bioactive glass and a number of synthetic extracellular 

matrices for the repair of damaged soft tissues. In 2010, she was even recognized as one of the top ten 

scientists under the age of 40 by the “Time” magazine and received several prestigious awards for her 

exceptional contributions to the field. Needless to say, I felt very honoured when she invited me to visit 

and work with her team of world-class scientists.  

Soon after my arrival in London, I began to work with Dr Amy Gelmi, a Marie-Curie Research Fellow spe-

cializing in Atomic Force Microscopy (AFM) who obtained her PhD in 2012 from the University of Wol-

longong under the supervision of Prof Gordon Wallace. Dr Gelmi and I investigated how the crosslinking 

substrate affects the surface properties of various hydrogel systems I have worked with during my PhD. 

Hydrogels based on methacryloyl-functionalised gelatin and hyaluronic acid were photocrosslinked on 

various substrates such as Teflon and glass, and the surface and bulk physical properties were investi-

gated using AFM and conventional mechanical testing. In summary, we found that the hydrophobicity 

of the substrate a hydrogel is crosslinked on has substantial effects on the polymer crosslinking density, 

and hence the stiffness and friction immediately at the gel surfaces, while the bulk mechanical proper-

ties of the hydrogel remain unchanged. These findings have important implications for the develop-

ment of advanced devices enabling in situ photocrosslinking of injectable hydrogels for the repair of 

tissues which rely on low surface friction to function properly, such as articular cartilage. Besides the 

experimental studies we performed, I was invited to several meetings in which learned more about the 

cutting edge research performed by the postgraduate students and postdoctoral fellows in the group. 

Furthermore, I had the invaluable opportunity to present my own research, as well as discuss and initi-

ate multiple collaborative research projects with the Stevens group.  

 
 

http://www.biomaterials.org.au/
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CReaTE– Otago NZ 

The Christchurch Regenerative Medicine and Tissue 

Engineering (CReaTE) Group at the University of 

Otago Christchurch has recently completed a very 

successful Inaugural 3D Printing in Medicine Sum-

mer Course. The 3-day course covered the basics of 

3D printing, additive manufacturing of medical de-

vices, biofabrication and 

3D bioprinting, delivered 

by a number of prestig-

ious international and 

top-rated national re-

searchers, including Pro-

fessor Gordon Wallace 

(University of Wollon-

gong, Australia), Professor Roger Narayan (University of North Carolina, USA), Associate Professor Travis 

Klein (Queensland University of Technology, Australia), Associate Professor Tim Woodfield (University 

of Otago, New Zealand) and Dr Khoon Lim (University of Otago).  Local orthopaedic surgeons such as Pro-

fessor Gary Hooper and Mr James Burn also participated in the course, leading the discussion of a num-

ber of clinical case studies involving additive manufactured orthopaedics implant. The commercialization 

of 3D printed medical devices were also covered in the course by Mr Paul Morrison (Ossis Ltd) and Mr Se-

amus Tredinnick (Ossability Ltd). There course has successful attracted a total of 38 participants, coming 

from various backgrounds including dentistry, radiology, engineering, prosthetics, project management 

and research.  

A successful ASBTE networking event was also organized for 

local researchers and ASBTE members. Associate Professor Tim 

Woodfield (past president), Associate Professor Travis Klein 

(committee member) and Dr Khoon Lim (committee member) 

were present at the networking event to promote the society, 

and spoke to local students about the benefits of joining AS-

BTE.     Khoon Lim 
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A Visit to the Chinese Society for Biomaterials’ Scientific Meeting 

I was recently fortunate to attend the Chinese Society for Biomaterials’ Scientific Meeting that was held in 
October in Nanchang.  This was enabled by the generosity of Professor Xingdong Zhang and Professor Hai Lin 
of the National Engineering Research Centre for Biomaterials, which is part of Sichuan University in Chengdu.  
I was visiting the Center for a few weeks, supported by a “111 Project” grant to their Center from the Chinese 
Ministry of Education.  

The Chinese Society has emerged as a very significant body that now has more than 30,000 members!  Yes, 
30,000 – this is not a typo!  That is considerably more than the membership total of all the other IUSBSE Soci-
ety members combined!  The Meeting was attended by more than 2000 registrants, so as many as attended 
the World Congress when we held it in Sydney.  The logistics of such a meeting are huge which means that a 
national meeting is now held every two years and satellite meetings of 13 regional sub-groups may be held in 
the intervening period.  

To accommodate this number of people the meeting was held at a “campus hotel” that had a diverse range 
of facilities.  The main auditorium used for the Opening Ceremony and Plenary lectures only held 1500, so 

was augmented by video to other spaces.  Below the audito-
rium was a hall for all the Posters and for the commercial 
displays.  The other spaces around the campus enabled be-
tween 12 to 15 concurrent session to be held!  And there 
were 5 restaurant areas for luncheons and dinners across the 
campus.  It was good to see a very large number of women 
attending and presenting papers.  As Mao noted “women 
hold up half the sky”. 

In her Opening Address, the President of the Society noted 
the rapid growth of the Society and of biomaterials science 
and engineering overall in China.  In the last ten years, the 
number of Papers from China published in the top-ranked 
international journals has increased between 5 to 7 fold, and 
in some Journals, such as Biomaterials and Acta Biomaterialia 
now comprise a significant proportion of the total published 
papers (>25%).  The numbers of citations to papers from Chi-
na have also increased around 7 fold.  The research seems 
notably translation oriented leading to a significant industry 
sector.  Over the last decade, the annual growth in Medical 
Device manufacturing has been around 28%, compared to 
the roughly 7% elsewhere, and this high growth is expected 
to be maintained for more than 5 years.  The Society focuses 
on a national aim for biomaterials, of ensuring affordable 
health care for all. 

So, finally, how does an English-speaking guest manage at a 
Chinese meeting?  Surprisingly, better than I had expected, 

particularly when you get lots and lots of help.  But also, at least 20% of the many Posters were in English, and 
a lot of details on Posters and in talks are clear – pH is still pH, NaOH also, with many chemical formulae and 

reactions and other items the same.  Also, learning a few key characters helps; those, such as   (tissue 

engineering),   (silk) and   (collagen) are readily recognised and point out interesting (to me) papers.  
So, I learned a lot at a very successful meeting.  

           John Ramshaw 

 Chinese Society for Biomaterials 
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2018 ASBTE Conference  

26 th Annual Conference, Perth WA 

3-5 April 2018 
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Conference Travel AWARDS 

The Society can support conference travel on application 

Please visit www.asbte.org 

Completed application forms and supporting documentation as per guidelines must 

be submitted to Prof. Neil Cameron via email (neil.cameron@monash.edu), with Sub-

ject “ASBTE Conference Travel Award Application” by 29th January 2018. 

 

The venue for the conference is the Esplanade Hotel in Fremantle, WA  

Key Dates: 

Abstracts OPEN NOW 

Submissions CLOSE 5 January 

Registrations open end of January 2018 

For more information visit  www.asbte2018.com.au 
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Spotlight on Conferences 

Please check the Web to get further information and also details on due dates 

Conference Dates Location Website 

        

 
34th Annual Southern Biomedical Engineering 
Conference 

March 8 - 
10, 2018 

Charlotte, NC, 
USA 

http://sbec18.org/
index.php/34th-sbec-
2018/ 

 

26th Annual Meeting, Australasian Society for Bio-
materials and Tissue Engineering, 2018 

April 3 -5, 
2018 

Freemantle, 
WA 

http://www.asbte.org/ 

 

April 11-14,  
2018 

Hilton, Atlanta https://
www.biomaterials.org/
events/sfb-2018-
annual-meeting 

 

11th Annual Meeting,  Scandinavian Society for 
Biomaterials 

April 25 – 
27, 2018 

Gullmarsstrand, 
Fiskebäckskil, 
Sweden 

http://www.scsb.eu/
gullmarsstrand-
2018.htm 

 

10th Symposium on Biologic Scaffolds for Regen-
erative Medicine 

May 3 – 5, 
2018 

Napa, CA http://
www.mirm.pitt.edu/
professional-
development /special-
events/biologic-
scaffolds-for-
regenerative-medicine/ 

 
24th Annual Meeting of the Swiss Society for Bio-
materials and Regenerative Medicine 

June 6 – 7, 
2018 

Fribourg, Swit-
zerland 

https://ssbrm.ch/ 

 
ASAIO 64th Annual Conference 

 

June 13 – 
16, 2018 

Washington, 
DC 

https://asaio.com/ 

 
1st International Conference on Materials, Mimick-
ing, Manufacturing from and for Bio Application 
(BioM&M) 

June 27–
29, 2018 

Milan, Italy http://biomm.org/ 

https://www.biomaterials.org/events/34th-annual-southern-biomedical-engineering-conference
https://www.biomaterials.org/events/34th-annual-southern-biomedical-engineering-conference
http://www.asbte.org/
https://www.biomaterials.org/events/sfb-2018-annual-meeting
https://www.biomaterials.org/events/sfb-2018-annual-meeting
https://www.biomaterials.org/events/sfb-2018-annual-meeting
https://www.biomaterials.org/events/sfb-2018-annual-meeting
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Spotlight on Conferences 

 

4th International Conference on Biomedical Poly-
mers & Polymeric Biomaterials 

July 15-18, 
2018 

Kraków,  

Poland 

http://isbppb2018.org/ 

 

Biomaterials International 

July 22 – 
26, 2018 

Tokyo, Japan http://
www.biomaterials.tw/ 

 

International Conference on Biomaterials 

August 16 
– 18, 2018 

London, UK http://
worldbiocon-
gress.com/2018/ 

  

 

TERMIS World Congress 

September 
4 -7, 2018 

Kyoto,  Japan http://www.termis.org/
meet-
ings_worldcongress.ph
p 

 

29th European Conference on Biomaterials 

September 
8 -13  2018 

  

Maastricht,  
The Nether-
lands 

www.esb2018maastric
ht.org 

 

Annual UMDNJ meeting -  Langer 70th 

September 
7 – 9 2018 

  

Cambridge, 
MA 

https://
langersymposium.org/ 

  

 

October 
11-14,  
2018 

Rytro,  

 Poland 

http://
www.biomat.agh.edu.pl
/ 

  

 
IEEE Conference on Biomedical Engineering and 
Sciences  (IECBES2018) 

December 
3 – 6, 2018 

Kuching Sara-
wak, Malaysia 

http://iecbes.org/ 

http://isbppb2018.org/en/
http://www.biomaterials.tw/
http://www.biomaterials.tw/
http://worldbiocongress.com/2018/
http://worldbiocongress.com/2018/
http://worldbiocongress.com/2018/
http://www.termis.org/meetings_worldcongress.php
http://www.termis.org/meetings_worldcongress.php
http://www.termis.org/meetings_worldcongress.php
http://www.termis.org/meetings_worldcongress.php
http://www.esb2018maastricht.org
http://www.esb2018maastricht.org
http://iecbes.org/
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And future meeting to plan ahead for: 

 

 

 

Spotlight on Conferences 

 

  BiTerm  2019 
Jan/Feb 
2019 

Kanpur, 
India 

  

 
2019 TERMIS-EU Conference 

June 3 – 7, 
2019 

Crete, 
Greece 

2019 TERMIS-EU Con-
ference - 

  

 
2019 TERMIS-AP Conference 

October 14 
- 18, 2019 

Brisbane, 
Australia 

  

 

11th World Biomaterials Congress,  2020 

May 19 -24 
2020 

  

Glasgow 

  

www.wbc2020.org 

  

https://termis.org/eu2019/index.php
https://termis.org/eu2019/index.php
http://www.wbc2020.org

